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Introduction

Bill Womack is no stranger to most FS enthusiasts. His meticulously crafted airfields are a true work of art. Here then, is 
a new production, a tiny local airport on the Massachusetts coast which can serve as a great starting point for exploring 
the area. The scenery is only about 40 square miles, but for that, every little detail is lovingly colored and finished.

Quoting from the documentation:

“ This scenery encompasses a stretch of the Massachusetts coastline wedged just below the New Hampshire border, a bit 
north of Boston in the northeast United States. In this package you’ll find photoscenery covering Plum Island, an 11 mile 
(18 km) long barrier island, and inland to the town of Newburyport, which is situated on the banks of the Merrimack 
river. Near the middle of the scenery area lies Plum Island Airfield (2B2), the heart of this project.”

Here are two screenshots, first of the total area and then a detail view of part of the wetlands, showing off the photo 
realistic scenery and inland water coloring.

Plum Island coverage Plum Island Airport and surroundings

Installation & Documentation:

The package comes as an 280 Meg download, and can be purchased at fsaddon-products . A boxed CD version is also 
available. The scenery is compatible with UTX-USA as well as with the FSX default scenery, which is what I used to test.

Test System
The auto-installer did its thing on my FSX system and installed the scenery and 
documentation into an FSAddon folder within FSX. The documentation includes an 
excellent manual which tells you all about the area, as well as providing helpful 
hints for getting the most of the visuals.

One tricky thing is that the installer put the manual somewhere where I could not 
find it, since the shortcut on the desktop did not link to it. After consulting the 
Fsaddon support forum, I found that the installer expects a backslash at the end 
of the registry entry for FSX. I’ve never run into this before and had to clean up 
the install address by hand, both for the manual, and in the scenery configuration 
file, before going flying. 

The manual gives some recommended scenery settings to get the best out of this 
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Q6600 @ 3.0 GHz 
2 GB DDR 800 Ram 
Nvidia 9600GT 512MB Video Card 
22" LCD monitor 1680x1050 
resolution 
CH Products USB Yoke 
Windows XP Professional

Flying Time: 
20 hours

very detailed scenery. There is also an option to load custom winter textures 
which replace the buildings and trees with a snow covered landscape.

Going flying:

Next step, after reading the manual, is to pick a suitable aircraft - the default FSX 
C172 or the Carenado C152 are good choices - and start up a flight from Plum 
Island airfield.

Taxiing around the airfield shows all custom buildings, signs, and vehicles. Not a 
trace of default FSX scenery. Lots of detail and everything done really nicely.

The airfield

A notch of flaps and take off from the one and only runway. There is a fence crossing the runway towards the end, so 
you better get into the air before losing your gear !

Once airborne, it is all pastoral scenery up and down the beach and over towards the town of Newburyport. First a 
couple of views of the Plum Island coastline that shows the nice wide sandy Atlantic beach that is missing in FSX, and 
then a shot of the town.

Plum Island Beach Town of Newburyport

It is only when you fly along the coast that you suddenly realise that you are back in “FSX country”… the scenery 
boundaries are nicely blended into the default scenery, so there are no jarring “edges”. Comparing the Plum Island coast 
(on the left) to the stretch a few miles further north (to the right), does illustrate the difference however.
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Plum Island shoreline FSX shorline

Flying around a bit more, the inland area also provides clues as to where the boundaries are to be found. In both of the 
following pictures, the FSX default is in the left part of the scenery, and the custom scenery towards the right.

Scenery edge with Plum Island on the right of each screenshot

Why make such a deal out of the boundaries? Well, with a small scenery area, you are going to find yourself flying in and 
out of it on a frequent basis, and if you can really tell where the transition is, that pretty much spoils the whole effect. 
So, with the care taken to prevent that, you can fly around all day and never get tired of admiring the view.

OK, after a while, it is time to land and remember the fence across the runway. It is with some apprehension that I 
returned to do my short field landing. As you can tell from the pictures, all went well. I do recommend full flaps and 
minimum landing speed for the approach, so you have time to pick just the right spot for touch down.
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Landing sequence

I did not splurge for the “$100 hamburger”, but, given more time, there are lots more things to be seen up and down 
the coast, and the city of Boston is not far off! This is a great gateway to use if you have not spent much time flying in 
this part of the world. My home is on the West Coast, so I appreciated the chance to do some sightseeing in new and 
unfamiliar territory.

Plum Island airfield panorama

Summary:

This is a real gem of a scenery package. The airport is pretty and sleepy and the surrounding area looks like a perfect 
summer beach vacation destination. The inland waterways look just right and the beaches are a great improvement over 
the FSX default shorelines. Unlike some local sceneries, it blends in seamlessly into the countryside. 

Like a delicious appetizer, it is tasty and leaves you hungry for more.

 

What I Like About The Plum Island Package

●     Beautifully crafted
●     Blends in seamlessly with surroundings
●     Great custom beach scenery
●     Snow covered buildings and trees in winter
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What I Don't Like About The Plum Island Package

●     Just wish it was bigger !

 

Printing
If you wish to print this review or read it offline at your leisure,  right click on the link below, 

and select "save as" 
 

Plum Island 
 

(adobe acrobat required)

Comments?

Standard Disclaimer 
The review above is a subjective assessment of the product by the author. There is no connection between 

the product producer and the reviewer, and we feel this review is unbiased and truly reflects the 
performance of the product in the simming environment as experienced by the reviewer. This disclaimer is 

posted here in order to provide you with background information on the reviewer and any presumed 
connections that may exist between him/her and the contributing party.
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© 2009 - AVSIM Online 
All Rights Reserved 

Powered by AVSIM SimWords Become a SimWord Publisher!

AVSIM Reviews 
Want to stay on top of the most 
recent ad ons? See our Reviews! 
www.avsim.com

SimShack.net 
Payware Flight Simulator addons, 
scenery, expansions and more. 
simshack.net

Make Money with SimWords! 
Join the ranks of websites earning 
an income from SimWords. 
Become a Publisher today! 
www.avsim.com

VRS F/A-18E NOW SHIPPING! 
The first military true fly-by-wire 
add-on with the sophistication and 
realism of a high-end transport! 
NOW SHIPPING FOR FS9! 
Vertical Reality Simulations

Advertise Here! 
Want your advertising to count? 
Advertise in this slot for pennies a 
day! 
www.avsim.com

 

file:///E|/AVSIM/Reviews/Plum%20Island/PlumIsland.htm (6 of 6)02/04/2009 6:25:47 PM

file:///E|/AVSIM/Reviews/Plum%20Island/PlumIsland.pdf
http://www.adobe.com/
http://forums1.avsim.net/index.php?showforum=247
http://www.avsim.com/cgi-bin/newscast/birdcast.cgi
http://www.avsim.com/simwords/simwords.html
http://www.avsim.com/rev/
http://www.avsim.com/rev/index.php?section=redir&zid=46a251907e12f&affid=0&kid=0
http://www.avsim.com/rev/index.php?section=redir&zid=49c558e28a708&affid=0&kid=0
http://www.avsim.com/rev/index.php?section=redir&zid=46ac908619ad9&affid=0&kid=0
http://www.avsim.com/rev/index.php?section=redir&zid=46a2bb6bbdefd&affid=0&kid=0
http://www.avsim.com/rev/index.php?section=redir&zid=46a25383c720b&affid=0&kid=0

	Local Disk
	AVSIM Online - Flight Simulation's Number 1 Site!


